
Get in Gear
Use apps and gadgets to make travel 
more pleasant and productive. BY JACK GUY

EXPERIENCED HANDS HAVE refined travel to a fine art. 
Whether your priority is staying productive on the road or 
making the experience as stress-free as possible, these travel 
apps and gadgets will make life easier.

Today’s airport experience has become something to be 
endured rather than enjoyed. One way to recover some of  
the pizzazz of  air travel is to use an airport lounge, allowing 

you to work or relax in comfort. LoungeBuddy, a free app that 
makes it easy to find which lounges are available on your trip, 
lets you buy access from your smartphone. Check into a lounge 
to send some emails in peace and quiet, or have a rest on a long 
layover.

Gone are the times when a handwritten diary provided the 
only way to keep track of  meetings and engagements. Today’s 
technology allows us to update our diaries online and share cal-
endars with personal assistants, colleagues and family members. 
A travel-specific app that creates itineraries based on flight 
confirmation emails, TripIt can then share the information with 
other users. It even sends notifications for delays, cancellations 
and gate changes, making the airport experience less stressful. It 
even notifies your driver when you land late.

Hotel booking apps have revolutionized the travel experience 
for many of  us, and Hotel Tonight focuses on last-minute deals 

EN ROUTE: 
TripIt app (left) and 
LoungeBuddy app 
(right)
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at a selection of  carefully vetted properties. Whether you have a last-
minute trip or you need another day of  meetings to seal the deal, 
the Hotel Tonight app offers great deals at luxury hotels. Search for 
a place to stay tonight, tomorrow or next week, and take advantage 
of  bargain rates at characterful properties.

For many business travelers, keeping track of  expenses is a 
must. Apps such as Concur help you to file receipts and credit card 
charges and edit expenses in-app. You can even take photos of  your 
receipts and import them to the app to eliminate holding on to hard 
copies. Sync Concur with the TripIt app to compile expenses and 
itinerary information in one place.

CityMaps2Go proves another helpful app for travelers. Instead 
of  relying on local taxi drivers who may sense extra money to be 
made from an out-of-towner, use CityMaps2Go to get around like 
a local. The major boon of  this nifty app: It works offline; so even 
if  you haven’t got a data connection, you can navigate your way 
around a new city.

While smartphone apps can help travelers make life easier, 
gadgets focus on improving their experience of  the physical world. 
Take luggage, for example, which can seem more like a purely 
functional item than a pleasurable part of  the travel experience. 
However, if  you pick the right luggage, you can make the humble 
suitcase work for you in ways previously impossible. With modern 
technology, smart luggage has become reality. Consider the Travel-
mate, capable of  following you around wherever you go thanks to 
GPS technology and robotics.

Simply pair the suitcase with your smartphone and watch as the 

Travelmate follows you through the airport, negotiating crowds and 
obstacles with ease and allowing you to keep your hands free. The 
autonomous suitcase only unlocks when you touch it and ships with 
a removable GPS chip you can attach to other items.

ON THE MOVE: 
Travelmate luggage 
follows you wherever 
you go.
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If  you don’t want a fully autonomous suitcase, 
other pieces of  smart luggage contain internal 
battery packs. The Bluesmart One, boasting a GPS 
tracker so you will know where your luggage is at all 
times, features two charging ports so you can keep 
your laptop and smartphone juiced on the move. A 
scale built into the handle lets you stay within carry-
on weight limits with ease.

Carving out your own ecosystem in a hectic 
travel environment can be incredibly difficult, but 
investing in some noise-cancelling headphones can 
help. Whether it’s crying babies or aircraft hum, 
these headphones cancel out external noise by using 
opposite signals. Try the Bose QuietComfort 35, 
a set of  over-the-ear cans known to be among the 
best in the business. If  you prefer something more 
lightweight, check out the Bose QuietControl Wire-
less Earphones, which use a neckband for ultimate 
comfort and wireless signals for improved portability.

Given the amount most people use their smart-
phones these days, it’s no surprise short battery life 

is a common gripe among users. While you can use 
smart luggage like the Bluesmart One to charge 
your phone, there are times when you won’t be able 
to plug in to your suitcase. The most convenient way 
to get some extra power is by using a charging case 
such as the Mophie Juice Pack Air, so you can stay 
online wherever you are.

Internet security is of  paramount importance 
today and proves even more of  a concern if  
you must access sensitive information on public 
networks. Airports, restaurants and hotels often 
offer free WiFi connections which, while a boon for 
productivity, can also represent a significant security 
risk. One way to make your connection safer? Use 
a mini router that creates a secure, private WiFi 
network for your sole use. Try the GL-iNet Mini 
Router, a cinch at $20.

Once secure communications have been 
established, it’s time to think about gadgets that 
can boost productivity. Instead of  struggling with a 
touchscreen keyboard on your phone or tablet, type 

PERSONAL SPACE: 
Bose QuietControl Wireless Earphones (above) and 
GL-iNet Mini Router (below)
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faster and more efficiently using the Omoton 
Ultra-Slim Bluetooth Keyboard. With great 
portability, a long battery life and an affordable 
price tag of  $14, it’s the perfect gadget for catch-
ing up on emails without a laptop. Who knows, it 
might even help you reach the promised land of  
“Inbox Zero.”

When it comes to making a big pitch or 
delivering a crucial presentation on the road, 
you need to know there won’t be any technical 
mishaps. Instead of  relying on unfamiliar equip-
ment that might have trouble connecting to your 
devices, use a portable micro projector. Check 
out Cube, small enough to fit in a pocket while 
providing a 120-inch image from phones, laptops 
and tablets. You don’t need any extra stress when 
it comes to making a presentation, and Cube 
removes any technical worries.

Whether you are a long-time traveler or rela-
tively new to the game, these apps and gadgets 
will help make the experience easier, less stressful 
and perhaps even more enjoyable. While smart 

luggage and noise-cancelling headphones can 
represent a significant cost, the apps mentioned 
here can have an enormously positive impact on 
your travel experience for minimal outlay. From 
keeping your luggage and data safe to helping 
you be productive on the road, modern technol-
ogy can work for you. 

POWER UP: 
Bluesmart One luggage makes charging 
devices easy.
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